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On the Cover
Welcome to the dining room of the 

Henry Blosser House. Tour this incredible 

preservation project starting on page 51.

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

DREAM, EXPLORE, 
AND DISCOVER.

18/ DISCOVERY JOURNAL: Take a 
stroll amid the beautiful blooms at 
Pinecrest Azalea Gardens. 

22/ FIND DINING: Regional cuisine with 
a side of history is on the menu at 
The Ozark Mill at Finley Farms. 

24/ SALUS POPULI: Tyrean “Heru” 
Lewis grows an urban gardening 
movement in St. Louis.

30/ ARTIST: Family memories and 
hometown history inspire the art of 
watercolor artist Byron Smith.  
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10/ MY MISSOURI LIFE: Editor-
in-Chief Sandy Selby finds a 
message growing in her garden.

14/ LETTERS: Readers were 
touched by Lorry Myers’ 
recollection of a heartbreaking 
year and boast about their 
strong ties to the state.

26/ BOOKS: Author James 
Fowler peers into the lives of 
strangers who are sharing the 
road with you.  

65/ WINE DOG: Doug Frost examines 
the concept of terroir and how 
Missouri’s unique qualities 

66/ MUSINGS: Ron Marr’s latest 
harebrained scheme is hitting 
all the right notes.

68/ NO PLACE LIKE HOME: An old-
fashioned habit saves the day 
during a wardrobe malfunction.

72/ MEET THE AMBASSADORS:  
A team of Missouri Life
volunteers assembles to keep us 
in touch in every county. 

73/ EVENTS WORTH THE DRIVE:  A 
St. Patrick’s Day bash, a musical 
trip to the chocolate factory, 
plus 79 more events. 

82/ THE CONVERSATION: Historic 
preservationist Bob Yapp 
inspires the next generation of 
old house stewards.
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34/   Finding Faith
Amy Bretall discovers 
and photographs 
crosses in the most 
unexpected places.

38/   Baseball Magic
The MINK League brings 
summertime fun and 
games to eight Missouri 
and Iowa communities.

44/   Into the Deep
Daring cave divers 
explore the subterranean 
reservoirs of Roaring 
River State Park.
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Once she started looking, Amy Bretall found them everywhere. 

These symbols of her Christian faith are revealed to her so often, 

she calls them “everyday crosses.”

Amy, a Kansas City-based human resources consultant, doesn’t 

claim to be a professional photographer, but she began capturing 

these surprising revelations when she saw them. She discovered 

her first everyday crosses while photographing her grandparents’ 

farm in California, Missouri, and amassed such a collection that she 

produced two books of her photographs. The first, In Plain Sight: 
Faith in the Everyday, yielded these photos.

“I see beauty in the often overlooked and forgotten,” Amy says, 

“reminding us of a higher power, specifically the presence of God.”

PHOTOS AMY BRETALL

Amy Bretall 
encounters 
crosses in 
the most 
unexpected 
places. 

       FAITH
FINDING
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Far left, clouds and 
vapor trails converge to form a 
cross in the sky. “Minutes later, it 
dissipated,” Amy says. “But this 
time, this was mine.” This page, 
tender grasses and seedlings 
emerge through joints between 
stones to form a colorful signal 
of spring’s approach.
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Above, Amy visited her grandparents’ old barn on 
the day their farm passed to a new owner. She didn’t notice until 
later that her photos of the old barn revealed dozens of crosses. 
Left, when Amy made the choice to go at a slower pace and 
observe the sights around her, she found crosses hiding in stone 
walls and even etched like a jagged scar into concrete. 



Clockwise from left, Amy has learned to look for 
everyday crosses in the most unexpected places, including on the 
boarded-up door of an abandoned gas station, atop a sewer access 
cover, and amid the clutter of demolition debris.

Follow Amy Bretall’s faith and photo journey, and explore
 
In Plain Sight 

and the newly published

 

Sights of Faith at LiveBreatheAlive.com.

Above, the random collision of two twigs, the remnants of wintertime salt on a sidewalk, and a cross suspended in shadow are among the mundane-made-holy scenes that capture Amy’s 
attention. She writes, “I’ve walked by countless times, stepping near, stepping on, or stepping over. But this morning, glancing at the rightly placed and timed step, I see You.”
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Once she started looking, Amy Bretall found them everywhere, 
These symbols of her Christian faith are revealed to her so often, 
she calls them “everyday crosses.”

Amy, a Kansas City-based human resources consultant, doesn’t 
claim to be a professional photographer, but she began capturing 
these surprising revelations when she saw them. She discovered 
her first everyday crosses while photographing her grandparent’s 
farm in California, Missouri, and amassed such a collection that she 
produced two books of her photographs. The first, In Plain Sight: 
Faith in the Everyday, yielded these photos.

“I see beauty in the often overlooked and forgotten,” Amy says, 
“reminding us of a higher power, specifically the presence of God.”

PHOTOS AMY BRETALL

Amy Bretall 
encounters 
crosses in 
the most 
unexpected 
places. 
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Above, the service animals at the Canine Search and 
Rescue Association include search dogs that detect human scent 
in the air, trailing dogs, and human remains detection dogs. Left, 
Glenda Eichmeyer has three dogs. From left, Athena, two, is training 
to be a disaster dog and area-search dog. Juno, five, is a live-find 
dog, meaning she detects survivors. Below, Xena, twelve, is also 
one of Glenda’s dogs but is certified with another handler in human 
remains detection. Brad Dede and his dog Clipper are a team and 
are certified together. 
      Learn more about Amy Bretall’s faith and photography journey 
at LiveBreatheAlive.com.

From left to right, BUdae precepeliti inihillit eum qui ut antorendi dolo volores quaerum non pratem qui ut et odis volorem sitatet ut que optat quis consequam, vel ius volut vidunto tamendipsum 
facitatibus, quate plignis quam inctusti ut miliquae solore et alitin niam qui sitiam, quia volore pre niminciet aliquid estibus, ut invercia num rem vent, sinctoriam faccusae nonsequam sae ent, iderspe llupti 
omnis con cus etusant quae porem as nobistibus nusdaerum intionse aut velitae rnatiaspel intur, sum faceatectura perum vendipis expeliqui sus qui nobitem que aute con nonsenimet iustorem qui cor 
aciminctoris sequatem fugiam quatur, voloria nate porrum, eaqui cusci iscipiet, officia eratqui diaspitat prendipsam ipsande rspedit aut assitiu sciaspe non repe enienieni iduntur, oditatquasi dolupta dolectem 
que natem rehentem volor sim hil imin perunto tatest, cum experiaue dolor res dolori a nihici to modis aut ut estrum ute corepedit as volore officil et officaborum enisti ut quidendem quissi offictatur as experfe 
rioreriti ommod que volorem commolu ptatust iorehenis et et, inverum et qui opta volupta pliqui beaquam il in estetus eati consequatium iditass imagnieni.

Above, BAsite sit laborepta voloritas atecullabor 
audae nonsequos debitatur? Turenes etus cum quid quae perferi 
orestorio omnihicietum aliquod quo doluptiores mossi del ipiet, 
testisit repudae nonestectem. Far left, Lit aut dolupit verum quos 
sum ad ut voluptat utae perempo reicatu rectota nus iur? Faccus 
qui quisi beat.rum quis atibus enimenduciam laut ad moluptias 
estibus eum de occusda conest, int, tectemporem inimodi stibusa 
ntiatur archil imaxim voluptatemm inimodi stibusa ntiatur archil 
imaxim voluptatem aspid eum dolori voloribusdam fugiae que 
vsda conest, int, tectemporem inimodi stibusa ntiatur archil 
imaxim voluptatem aspid. Left, eum dolori voloribusdam fugiae 
que vollori quosantis doloriscitae pro totas idebit volo bea dunt 
litiatus, con consenet evelendae nihicipsum et apid et fuga. Cone 
escipie nisque et qui doluptat harchil maio. Luptur, cor rae event 
pra dolupta sperum asintotas


	Amy_Bretall_Missouri Life Cover + Finding Faith 2022
	Amy_Bretall_MLlife_EverydayCrosses_White stacked inside pages

